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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL YOUTH
ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 2006 

Theme of the Assembly: ‘Grace’

At Dundee and within the Apex City Quay Hotel, 8 September 
2006

The National Youth Assembly gathered for prayer and 
worship, debate and learning. Judith Taylor was installed 
with prayer as Moderator, and Marjory MacLean was 
Clerk.

The theme of the Assembly was ‘Grace’. Debates, 
workshops and seminars were held throughout the 
Assembly.

At Dundee and within the Apex City Quay Hotel, 9 September 
2006 

Debate One – Panel Discussion on Freedom of 
Pastoral Conscience
The National Youth Assembly held a panel discussion on a 
variety of issues relating to pastoral conscience, especially 
in relation to sacraments and ordinances, and to delicate 
issues of pastoral care including the question of civil 
partnerships.

The Panel members were Rev David Dixon, minister of 
Inchbrayock linked with Montrose: Melville South; Rev Dr 
Marjory MacLean RNR, Chaplain of HMS SCOTIA; Rev 
Carleen Robertson, minister of Eassie and Nevay linked 
with Newtyle; and Rev Dr James Walker, Chaplain of St 
Andrews University.

Debate Two – Ministries in the 21st Century
The National Youth Assembly took up consideration of 
the topic of Ministries in the 21st Century, which had been 
remitted to it by the General Assembly of 2006. The 
topic was presented by Rev Lezley Kennedy, Convener of 
the Ministries Council’s Assessment Scheme Committee, 

and Rev Gavin Elliott (Ministries Support Officer). It was 
proposed that the National Youth Assembly:
1. affirms the recognised ministries of the Ministries 

Council to meet the vision for ministries in the 21st 
century

2. affirms training for collaborative ministries as essential 
for church growth and planning

3. urges the Ministries Council to explore part time 
ministry as a means of addressing the financial strains 
facing the Church of Scotland

4. urges the Ministries Council to ensure adequate 
resourcing of Developing Ministries

5. encourages the Church of Scotland to depart from 
seeing itself as national church based on geographical 
parish boundaries

It was agreed as an addendum to section 1: ‘…but also to 
assist the whole membership of the Church to discover 
and develop their gifts towards carrying out ministry for 
themselves’.

It was moved as an amendment of section 2: delete ‘essential 
for’ and substitute ‘recommended for’

It was moved as an alternative amendment: delete ‘essential 
for’ and substitute ‘part of ’

On a vote being taken between the amendments, the second 
amendment prevailed and was agreed.

It was agreed as an amendment of section 3: delete 
‘the financial strains facing’ and substitute ‘the needs of 
congregations in’.

It was agreed as an addendum to section 3: ‘…but cautions 
against over-reliance on this model of ministry’.
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It was moved as an addendum to section 4: ‘…especially in 
youth work’ 
On a vote being taken for or against the addendum, it carried 
against.

It was agreed as an amendment to section 4: delete ‘ensure 
adequate’ and substitute ‘prioritise’

On a vote being taken for or against section 4 as amended it 
carried for.

It was agreed to amend section 5 to read ‘encourages the 
Church of Scotland to explore ways of working outwith 
geographical parishes whilst affirming the ministry of 
geographical parishes to local communities’

The Deliverance as amended was agreed.

At Dundee and within the Apex City Quay Hotel, 10 
September 2006

Debate Three – Sexual Health Education Strategy
The National Youth Assembly took up consideration of 
the Church’s recent response to the Scottish Executive’s 
sexual health education strategy, an issue that had been 
remitted to it by the General Assembly of 2006. The topic 
was presented by Mr Rob Whiteman, Associate Secretary 
of the Church and Society Council. It was proposed that 
the National Youth Assembly:

Endorse the six bullet points contained within the 
contribution of the Church of Scotland on sexual health 
education in the Summary of National Advice produced by 
the Scottish Executive.

On votes being taken for or against approval of each of the 
six bullet-points in the Church’s response, the National Youth 
Assembly approved each point.

It was moved as a new section of the deliverance:
Urges the Church to take action towards encouraging 
the Scottish Executive to provide a national policy on a 
coherent sex education programme.

It was moved that the word ‘national’ should be deleted from 
the proposed new section. On a vote being taken there voted 
For 59 and Against 55.

The new section was agreed as amended.

It was moved as a new section of the deliverance:
Calls on schools to promote the appropriate use of 
personal experience of relationships in sex education.

It was agreed to alter the phrase ‘personal experience’ to read 
‘the personal experiences of a range of invited speakers’ 

The addendum was approved as amended.

It was agreed as a new section of the deliverance:
Calls on schools to educate on sexual abstinence as an 
equally valid lifestyle choice.

It was moved as a new section of the deliverance:
Affirms the importance of collaboration and co-operation 
with parents in the areas of sexual health and relationships 
education.

It was moved that the proposed new section should be 
amended by adding, after ‘parents’ the words ‘of primary 
school pupils’. On a vote being taken for or against the 
addition, it carried against.

The new section was approved.

The deliverance as amended was agreed.

Debate Four – Freedom of Pastoral Conscience.
The National Youth Assembly resumed consideration of 
the topic of Freedom of Pastoral Conscience. The debate 
was introduced by Rev Ann Inglis, Convener of the Legal 
Questions Committee of the General Assembly.

It was proposed that the National Youth Assembly:
1.  Confirms the right of ministers and deacons to 

freedom of conscience in the exercise of their 
pastoral duties in matters which are not fundamental 
to the faith.
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2.  Agrees that a decision to mark a civil partnership is a 
legitimate exercise of  freedom of conscience.

3.  Agrees that no minister or deacon should be subject 
to disciplinary action on the grounds that he or she 
has agreed to perform such a ceremony.

It was agreed to add to section 1 the words ‘… or contained 
within the law of the Church.’.

It was moved that after the word ‘faith’ in section 1 there 
should be added the words ‘of the Church of Scotland’. On a 
vote being taken for or against it carried against.

It was moved as a counter-motion to section 2:
Resolves that the issue of the marking of civil partnerships 
cannot be resolved until the work of the Panel on Doctrine 
has been completed.

On a vote being taken between the motion and the counter-
motion, the motion carried.

On a vote being taken for or against section 2, it carried for.

It was agreed to add in section 3, after ‘agreed’, the words ‘or 
refused’.

It was moved that there should be added to the end of section 3 
the words ‘, in common with other areas of pastoral conscience’. 
On a vote being taken for or against it carried against.

On a vote being taken for or against section 3 as amended it 
carried for.

It was agreed to add a new section 4: 
Thanks the Convener for bringing her report to the 
National Youth Assembly.

The deliverance as amended was agreed.

At Dundee and within the Apex City Quay Hotel, 11 
September 2006

Debate Five – Adult Education in the Church
The National Youth Assembly took up consideration of 

the subject of encouraging adults in local churches to learn 
about their faith, and the debate was introduced by Rev Dr 
Angus Morrison, Convener of the Mission and Discipleship 
Council.

There being no initial proposed deliverance, the following 
propositions were moved during the debate. The National 
Youth Assembly:

Encourages throughout the Church the use of a 
style similar to that of the National Youth Assembly: 
especially because of the voice it gives, the fellowship 
that is generated, and the way seminars stretch people. 
Agreed.

Commends the inclusion of the theory and practice of 
education in the initial training and ongoing professional 
development of ordained ministers.

It was agreed to add:
‘…so that adult education and discipleship is given an 
equal priority in ministry with formal preaching and the 
sacraments’

The motion as amended was agreed.

Encourages the eldership to recognise and develop 
their own unique role within the discipleship of the 
congregation. Agreed.

Calls on youth and children’s co-ordinators to work with 
ministers to promote family support groups as a key 
component of any children’s or youthwork that runs in the 
Church. Agreed.

Calls on the Church to encourage adults to take part in 
mission activities, in the way younger people are similarly 
encouraged; and provide a system of mentoring for such 
people. Agreed.

Commends the use of faith-sharing groups, like mentoring 
and accountability groups, home study groups etc 
throughout the life of the Church. Agreed.
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Urges the Church to use issue-based introductory 
theological teaching in adult education. Agreed.

The proposals as amended were agreed.

The Moderator of the General Assembly, Rt Rev Alan D 
McDonald, was interviewed by the Moderator of the National 
Youth Assembly. Mr McDonald then commissioned with 
prayer the elected Youth Representatives to the General 
Assembly of 2007.

The Assembly concluded with the worship, including the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper which was conducted 
by Rev Dr Angus Morrison, Convener of the Mission and 
Discipleship Council.

JUDITH L TAYLOR, Moderator
MARJORY A MACLEAN, Clerk

Collated Final Deliverance:

Ministries Council
The National Youth Assembly:
1. affirms the recognised ministries of the Ministries 

Council to meet the vision for ministries in the 21st 
century but also to assist the whole membership 
of the Church to discover and develop their gifts 
towards carrying out ministry for themselves

2. affirms training for collaborative ministries as part of 
church growth and planning

3. urges the Ministries Council to explore part time 
ministry as a means of addressing the needs of 
congregations in the Church of Scotland but caution 
against over-reliance on this model of ministry

4. urges the Ministries Council to prioritise resourcing of 
Developing Ministries

5. encourages the Church of Scotland to explore ways 
of working outwith geographical parishes whilst 
affirming the ministry of geographical parishes to local 
communities

MARJORY A MACLEAN, Clerk

Church and Society Council
The National Youth Assembly:
1. Endorses the six bullet points contained within the 

contribution of the Church of Scotland on sexual 
health education in the Summary of National Advice 
produced by the Scottish Executive

2. Urges the Church to take action towards encouraging 
the Scottish Executive to provide a policy on a 
coherent sex education programme

3. Calls on schools to promote the appropriate use 
of the personal experiences of a range of invited 
speakers of relationships in sex education

4. Calls on schools to educate on sexual abstinence as 
an equally valid lifestyle choice

5. Affirms the importance of collaboration and co-
operation with parents in the areas of sexual health 
and relationships education

MARJORY A MACLEAN, Clerk

Legal Questions Committee
The National Youth Assembly:
1. Confirms the right of ministers and deacons to 

freedom of conscience in the exercise of their 
pastoral duties in matters which are not fundamental 
to the faith or contained within the law of the 
Church

2. Agrees that a decision to mark a civil partnership is a 
legitimate exercise of freedom of conscience

3. Agrees that no minister or deacon should be subject 
to disciplinary action on the grounds that he or she 
has agreed or refused to perform such a ceremony

4. Thanks the Convener for bringing her report to the 
National Youth Assembly

MARJORY A MACLEAN, Clerk

Mission and Discipleship Council
The National Youth Assembly:
1. Encourages throughout the Church the use of a 
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style similar to that of the National Youth Assembly: 
especially because of the voice it gives, the fellowship 
that is generated, and the way seminars stretch 
people

2. Commends the inclusion of the theory and practice 
of education in the initial training and ongoing 
professional development of ordained ministers, 
so that adult education and discipleship is given an 
equal priority in ministry with formal preaching and 
the sacraments

3. Encourages the eldership to recognise and develop 
their own unique role within the discipleship of the 
congregation 

4. Calls on youth and children’s co-ordinators to work 
with ministers to promote family support groups as 

a key component of any children’s or youthwork that 
runs in the Church. 

5. Calls on the Church to encourage adults to take 
part in mission activities, in the way younger people 
are similarly encouraged; and provide a system of 
mentoring for such people

6. Commends the use of faith-sharing groups, like 
mentoring and accountability groups, home study 
groups etc throughout the life of the Church. 
Agreed.

7. Urges the Church to use issue-based introductory 
theological teaching in adult education

MARJORY A MACLEAN, Clerk


