
MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL YOUTH 
ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND, 2005

Theme of the Assembly: “Mind the Gap”

At Dundee and within the Apex Hotel, 9 September 2005
The National Youth Assembly gathered for prayer and 
worship. Alison E Thomson was Moderator, Marjory 
MacLean was Clerk and Judith Taylor was Depute 
Clerk.

The theme of the Assembly was the bridging of the ‘gaps’ 
perceived to exist between:

• the Gospel of Christ and contemporary culture

• belief in the Christian message and living it out in practice. 

The debates focused on the remits of the General 
Assembly’s new Councils, and the initial priorities within 
the first year of their work.

During the National Youth Assembly a one-day re-union 
meeting was held of the Children’s Ambassadors to the 
General Assembly of 2005. Renaming themselves ‘The 
Junior Youth Assembly’, they discussed the format of 
future events, and engaged in debate on themes raised by 
the Ministries Council and the Mission and Discipleship 
Council. A summary of their conclusions is contained in the 
Appendix to this minute.

Debates, workshops and seminars were held throughout 
the Assembly. In the format of debate necessary 
amendments were agreed by consensus and so do not 
appear in the minutes as formal motions.

At Dundee and within the Apex Hotel, 10 September 2005

Debate One – World Mission Council
The National Youth Assembly gathered for worship, 
followed by a debate on the work of the World Mission 
Council. The Assembly was addressed by Rev Professor 
Kenneth Ross, Council Secretary, assisted by Alison 

Swindells (Council member), and David Shawa, Chitedze 
and Dean Mushani from Malawi.

The following ideas were suggested:

Mission as Partnership
1.  Aberdeen Presbytery and Blantyre City Presbytery 

are to be congratulated on their achievements in 
partnership.

2.  Urge congregations to develop partnerships further, 
and urge the wider church to be willing to look at 
other denominations and learn more widely.

3. Remember that both parties should benefit.
4.  Ask the Council to help congregations in the difficult 

task of choosing partner churches.

Mission as local to local
5.  One-to-one relationships are more personal and so 

deeper.

On a vote being taken for or against it carried for.

6.  They broaden experience, and help us to become 
aware of problems in other countries, and they can 
teach different forms of worship and promote prayer-
support.

7.  One-to-one partnerships are expensive and not 
possible for every congregation (for instance where 
there are many older people less able to take part 
fully); and this can cause resentment when other 
churches can have such relationships.

On a vote being taken for or against it carried Against.

8.  Encourage groups of churches (including ecumenical 
groups) to work together for partnerships.

9.  Urge the World Mission Council to explore ways to assist 
congregations of different types to enter partnerships.
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10.  One-to-one partnerships can distract from other 
forms of mission, especially beyond the Christian 
community.

On a vote being taken for or against, it carried Against.

11.  Encourage Presbyteries to develop links too where 
practicable.

Tiberias Development
12.  Tiberias should not be a high priority for the Council 

at this time, and the project should never have gone 
ahead.

On a vote being taken for or against it carried For.

13.  The centre exists, and perhaps therefore it is God’s 
will that it should be there; so the best should be 
made of it.

On a vote being taken for or against it carried For.

14.  Tabeetha School is a more important use of the 
Church’s resources.

15.  The Tiberias centre provides a new way of working 
for reconciliation and mission, creating a harmonious 
environment.

16.  The centre may not be accessible for people who 
cannot afford it, and so is too exclusive.

On a vote being taken for or against it carried Against.

17. Encourage congregations to use the centre.
18.  Consider having a future Youth Assembly or youth 

event in the centre.
19.  The centre must not be used just to make the Church 

of Scotland look good, but to support Palestinian 
Christians and others.

Debate Two – Ministries Council
The Assembly debated the work of the Ministries Council, 
and was addressed by Rev Dr Martin Scott, Council 
Secretary, accompanied by Rev Lezley Kennedy.

The following ideas were suggested:

Main priorities for next five years
1.  Investigate new possibilities for team ministries, and 

Presbytery teams.
2.  Increase funding for Priority Areas work and youth 

ministry.
3.  Continue to implement the Church Without Walls 

report, partly in order to overcome divisions in the 
Church.

4.  Increase continuing training and appraisal for those 
already in all ministries.

5.  Encourage younger people to consider whether they 
might be called to ministry.

On a vote being taken for or against it carried For.

Effective mission 
6.  Emphasise the varieties of ministry, and increase lay 

and elder training.
7.  Find ways to extend sector ministry especially to 

professional people.
8.  Widen youth ministry training, and initiatives to meet 

the spiritual needs of young people.
9.  Encourage community-wide events, to improve the 

image of the Church and allow ministers to be more 
involved in their context.

10.  Extend the use of services for special occasions (eg 
annual service for the bereaved). 

11.  Extend the New Charge Development programme 
further.

Essential new forms of ministry
12.  Emphasise different types of ministry meeting 

contemporary needs (eg ministry to asylum seekers 
and other social groups).

13. Develop youth ministry and school chaplaincy.
14.  Allow stronger parishes to provide support to weaker 

ones through partnership.

Balance of people and buildings
15. Preserve rural churches where they are needed.
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16.  Strike a balance amongst architectural realities, mission 

needs, and the value of people.
17.  Bear in mind the feelings of e.g. older people who are 

attached to particular buildings, but ensure buildings 
are well-suited to particular needs, e.g. children.

18.  Make possible the sharing of buildings, including across 
denominational boundaries.

19.  Make possible worship in different venues, and 
commend the work of New Charge Development in 
their use of spaces.

At Dundee and within the Apex Hotel, 11 September 2005

Debate Three – Church and Society Council
The Assembly debated the work of the Church and 
Society Council, and was addressed by Mrs Morag Mylne, 
Convener.

The following ideas were suggested:

Adoption
1.  Birth parents should have the right of contact with 

children who have been adopted, with the child’s 
consent.

On a vote being taken for or against it carried For.

2.  Single people should continue to be permitted to 
adopt children.

3.  Unmarried heterosexual couples should be permitted 
to adopt children.

On a vote being taken for or against there voted For 94 and 
Against 52 and the National Youth Assembly resolved accordingly.

4.  Gay and lesbian couples should be permitted to 
adopt children.

COUNTER-MOTION
Gay adoption is an experiment that is unfair to the children 
involved.

On a vote being taken between the motion and the counter-
motion the motion prevailed .

On a vote being taken for or against the prevailing motion 
there voted For 89 and Against 71 and the National Youth 
Assembly resolved accordingly.

Disinvestment in Israel
5.  Churches should disinvest in companies that support 

the Israeli occupation of Palestine.

COUNTER-MOTION
Churches should influence the situation in Palestine in ways 
other than disinvestment.

On a vote being taken between the motion and the 
counter-motion there voted for the motion 82 and for the 
counter-motion 63 and the National Youth Assembly resolved 
accordingly.

6.  The Church of Scotland should be careful not to 
operate double standards.

7.  There should be more transparency for members 
regarding the Church’s investments.

Energy and the environment
8.  The church should support the development of more 

and safer nuclear power stations.

On a vote being taken for or against it carried For.
9.  The church should support the development of 

sustainable sources.
10.  The church should take more of a lead in encouraging 

people to use less energy, example in relation to re-
cycling, and to lobby the powerful.

11.  Encourage the Church to put pressure on the USA to 
improve its position in relation to global warming and 
related issues.

Debate Four – Social Care Council
The Assembly was addressed by Mr. Ian Manson, director 
of CrossReach, accompanied by Graham Ashwood and 
Elizabeth Millar.

The following ideas were suggested:
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Faith and Works
1.  Agree that faith without works is ineffective evangelism.
2.  Affirm that the Church needs to lead by prayer and 

example. 
3.  Acknowledge that we are called to serve and that we 

need to take risks.

Action
4.  Members of the Youth Assembly proposed the 

following as ideas for action:
  -Domestic Abuse; Drug Rehabilitation; Theft 

Counselling Services; Respite Care; Family Therapy; 
Asylum Seekers; Age-Related Work; Homelessness 
Work; Racism; Bullying; Bereavement Care; Rural Aid; 
Youth Work; Offender Rehabilitation; Sexual Abuse.  

5.  Affirm that we must seek the Lord’s Will at all times 
before taking action, and that we must do what is right 
and not what enhances the Church’s image.

6.  Congratulate CrossReach on the variety of their 
existing initiatives.

7.  Commend the Council on its Inverness “designated 
place” and encourage wider use of this project.

Support of the Local
8.  Encourage local congregations to raise awareness and 

publicise the work of CrossReach, within their areas, 
for example in schools.

9.  Assist local churches to establish where needs lie and 
develop solutions.

10.  Acknowledge that congregations work effectively when 
in partnership with those of other denominations. 

11.  Recommend that Presbyteries maintain a list of locally-
based charities so that needs are more efficiently met, 
and that Presbyteries should make this list available to 
Kirk Sessions. 

12.  Encourage congregations to support, financially and in 
other ways, the projects of CrossReach.

At Dundee and within the Apex Hotel, 12 September 2005

Debate Five – Mission and Discipleship Council
The Assembly was addressed by Douglas Nicol, General 

Secretary, accompanied by the Rev Jock Stein, Convener of 
the Education and Nurture Task Group; the Rev Rosemary 
Frew, Convener of the Mission and Evangelism Task Group; 
the Rev Alex Millar and Steve Mallon, Associate Secretaries; 
David Curry; Phil Wray; and Iain Johnston.

The following ideas were suggested:

Priorities for the Council
1.  Commend the Council on its Youth Work, but 

acknowledge that Adult Education is just as important.
2.  Request that the Council should examine the 

possibility for Youth Delegate voting at the General 
Assembly.

3.  Ensure that all work is effectively communicated from 
the national to the local and vice-versa.

4.  Acknowledge that there needs to be some system of 
mentoring for new members.

5.  Encourage the Council to continue the excellent 
youth work of the former Boards of Parish Education 
and National Mission. 

6.  Express great regret at the loss of dedicated National 
Children’s and Youth Advisors.

Passing on the Gospel
7.  Recognise that there are various ways of transmitting 

the Gospel story and encourage exploration of new 
ways.

8.  Encourage a youth-friendly version of Life and Work 
both printed and on-line.

9.  Affirm that we must seek out those who do not know 
Christ and meet them in their own environment.

Key Doctrinal Issues
Issues debated included:

Sexuality; Forgiveness; Acceptance; Communion; Baptism; 
Inter-cultural and Inter-faith issues; Heaven and Hell; Salvation; 
Grace; Uniqueness of Christ; Church Membership.

10.  Affirm that there needs to be less focus on doctrine 
and more emphasis on manifestations of faith in a way 
that is acceptable to the each individual.
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On a vote being taken for or against, it carried Against.

11.  Re-examine the Westminster Confession of Faith and 
consider revising it to meet the needs of the modern 
Church.

On a vote being taken for or against, there voted For 83 
and Against 36 and the National Youth Assembly resolved 
accordingly.

Serving Children
12.  Encourage use of child-friendly services, clubs, and 

family services, and endeavour to provide training for 
such services. 

13.  Acknowledge that children and young people can 
teach older people about faith.

Worship Patterns and Styles for Young People
14.  Endeavour to include young people in worship 

leadership more widely.
15.  Encourage traditionalists to give as well as take.

COUNTER-MOTION:
Encourage everyone to give as well as take.

On a vote being taken between the motion and the counter-
motion, the counter-motion carried.

On a vote being taken for or against, it carried For. 

16.  Request that the Council find ways to allow young 
people to have a voice in their congregation with 
regard to worship.

Use of Church Buildings
17.  Promote further appropriate use of technology in 

church buildings.
18. Encourage creative use of buildings.

Following the close of debate, the Assembly expressed 
sincere thanks to the retiring Moderator, Alison Thomson.

The Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of 
Scotland, the Rt Rev David W Lacy, addressed the National 
Youth Assembly. Mr. Lacy then commissioned with prayer 

the elected youth representatives to the General Assembly 
of 2006.

The staff of the National Youth Assembly were thanked.

The Assembly concluded with worship including the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. The Assembly was closed 
with prayer.

ALISON E THOMSON, Moderator
MARJORY A MACLEAN, Clerk

APPENDIX
JUNIOR YOUTH ASSEMBLY (JYA) REPORT

On 10 September, I had the pleasure of attending the 
National Youth Assembly, held at the Apex City Quay 
Hotel & Spa in Dundee. 

We travelled through on the Saturday morning and arrived 
about 10 o’clock. A pleasant reunion with our friends 
followed and a catch up session brought forth some very 
funny stories. One of my friends Fiona McDowell was then 
installed as Moderator of the National Children’s Assembly 
by Rev Marjory MacLean.

The first thing we did was change our name because we 
certainly are not children any more. After a long discussion 
we decided on the Junior Youth Assembly (JYA) which 
came out top from such names as ‘The Betweenagers’ and 
‘Younger Generation’. 

Our first point of discussion was what form our assembly 
should take. We talked about how long we should meet 
for, when we should meet, who should talk at our assembly, 
where we should meet and the content of the JYA. After 
talking for roughly half an hour we stopped for a well 
earned lunch down in the main rooms of the hotel. When 
everyone was full to bursting with soup, sandwiches and 
crisps we returned to our assembly room to wait for the 
National Youth Assembly to finish their lunch. 
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We were then allowed to sit in at the National Youth 
Assembly and listen to a presentation from Dr Martin 
Scott about the remit of the Ministries’ Council. 

We then returned to our room to continue proceedings. 
Dr Martin Scott and Lesley Kennedy joined us for a 
Question and Answer session. We questioned the two 
Ministries’ Council members on what they did and how 
they did it. We then gave them a chance to question us. 
Dr Scott asked us what we would like the Church to do 
for us? Almost everyone contributed something and we 
all agreed that we would like more respect within the 
church. Dr Scott and Mrs Kennedy returned to their duties 
downstairs and left us to our own discussions. 

Steve Mallon who set up the whole event came to talk to 
us about Mission and Discipleship. We split off into smaller 
groups, each with our own topic of discussion and began 
to talk about our designated area. Half an hour later we 
collected our results (which I had to write down, it feels like 
that’s all I did throughout the whole day); here’s what we 
came up with. 

One topic was ‘What Should We Do about Worship.’ 
We said, we should everyone should be allowed to join 
in, more modern hymns and Christian rock groups and 

shorter more understandable services among other weird 
and wonderful ideas. 

The other point of discussion was ‘What the Church 
Building Should Be Like.’ We said the Church building 
should have comfy seats (like a cinema); disabled access 
and a surprising amount of people wanted a pink, glow 
in the dark Church (I cannot imagine that instead of my 
Church building). 

Steve told us that our ideas would be forwarded to the 
National Youth Assembly. 

We rounded off our discussion and cleared up our room. 
The National Youth Assembly again very kindly let us sit and 
listen to the end of one of their debates and when it was over 
our Moderator gave a fantastic speech and finished with a 
superbly written prayer. Well done Fiona. Then it was time 
for us again to say goodbye to all our friends even though 
we will all stay in touch. A BIG thank-you to Shuna, John, 
Neil, and to Jen who couldn’t be with us because she is now 
living in Tiberias in the Holy Land. Her presence would have 
made the day even more enjoyable (if that was possible).

Cheers.
Eliot Ardrey


