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At Dundee and within the Apex City Quay Hotel 5 – 8 

September 2008

Debate One – Healthy Relationships
The National Youth Assembly took up consideration of 

“Healthy Relationships”.

It was proposed that the National Youth Assembly:

1. Encourages the Church of Scotland to help combat 

stigma by raising awareness surrounding mental 

health problems in local congregations and encourage 

them to form informal support networks.

2. Urges the Church of Scotland to ensure that everyone, 

and in particular key figures in congregations, are 

aware of the issues surrounding and resources 

available to people with mental health difficulties and 

encourage these to be used.

3. Suggests that the Church of Scotland provide training 

and information on mental health issues for those 

who provide pastoral support, but recognise that 

there are boundaries and situations where reference 

to a medical professional is necessary.

4. Encourages pastoral support to be available to 

the families of those suffering from mental health 

problems, as well as the individuals themselves, while 

respecting the need for confidentiality.

5. Recognises that, although Ministers and others with 

a pastoral role should be trained and resourced in 

understanding mental health issues, it would be 

worthwhile to note that they are not mental health 

experts and should not be expected to be.

6.  Encourages the churches in Scotland to work at being 

an inclusive community that celebrates the diversity 

of the gifts of its people and allows them to grow as 

individuals.

7.  Encourages the churches in Scotland to support and 

develop the role of Street Pastors in their work with 

the homeless and other disadvantaged groups.

8. Recognises the quality of the Church of Scotland’s 

work with the marginalised of society and encourages 

the extension of that work into the everyday life of 

congregations.

9. Loves the elderly.

Debate Two – The Media
The National Youth Assembly took up consideration of 

“The Media”.

It was proposed that the National Youth Assembly:

1. Recommends that the Church of Scotland explores 

and utilises appropriate technology to further the 

Gospel to develop fellowship, locally, nationally and 

internationally.

2.  Encourages the investigation of new avenues that 

technology opens to engage with people we may 

not have previously had contact with and provide 

training for key figures to utilise these technologies 

to the full.

3.  Believes that people should relate with others online 

in an authentic way, mindful that Christ calls us to love 

one another as we are loved.

4.  Encourages communities to use social media to 

continue and expand conversations, and to connect 

to the collective wisdom of the community.

5. Recognises the work needed to create resources and 

to acknowledge and value the ownership of work 

made available on line.

6. Encourages the implementation of a weekly Sabbath 

from unnecessary use of technology to ensure that 

personal relationships continue to have their proper 
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place at the heart of the Church of Scotland’s ministry 

and witness.

7.  Encourages education within churches concerning 

online safety, particularly with young people, including 

information on the dangers of disclosing personal 

information online.

8.  Challenges all churches to have an online presence by 

2010 and consider implementing a scheme such as 

that run by the United Reformed Church.

Debate Three – Sustainable Living
It was proposed that the National Youth Assembly:

1.  Would like to develop ideas of eco-consciousness 

within the running of the NYA, for example reducing 

mailings, enhancing transport links, encouraging car 

sharing and providing buses.

2.  Encourages:

• the Church of Scotland to promote responsible use 

of the Earth's resources and support those who are 

vulnerable as a result of climate change

• congregations to work with others to consider ways 

of becoming more ecologically sound. 

• members to be more eco-friendly in their day to day 

lives.

3. Encourages the UK and Scottish governments to 

devise legislation that promotes more efficient use of  

national grid and renewable technologies. Recognise 

that nuclear power has a role to play in the  

current energy climate. 

4.  Urges the Church and Society Council to lobby local 

authorities and central government to increase both 

the availability and convenience of public transport 

– especially outwith inner city areas. We would also 

encourage the development of greener transport 

initiatives such as hydrogen buses, urban tolls and 

free public transport. The Church of Scotland should 

actively encourage congregations to lead by example 

and make more use of these services.

5. Affirms that action needs to be multi-faceted. Even 

though there is no conclusive proof of anthropogenic 

climate change, we would regard the responsible 

attitude to be to continue current measures, using 

revenue raised by carbon taxation in humanitarian aid.

6. Encourages the UK and Scottish governments to 

address the issues of fuel poverty as a matter of 

urgency.

7.  Believes that we should learn from the examples of 

other countries’ complementary energy policies and 

that these schemes should be encouraged worldwide. 

We emphasise the need for our own country to be 

as energy efficient as possible before criticising other 

countries on their energy policies. As such, the NYA 

would encourage the UK government to advise other 

countries on their energy policies learning from our 

mistakes during the industrial revolution.

8.  Calls upon the Church of Scotland to make all 

reasonable effort to reduce the consumption of paper 

and look to possible alternatives including electronic 

distribution and recycled paper.

9.  Believes the Church’s future is inextricably linked to the 

ideal of sustainable living not simply in forming centres 

for sustainable living on a local level, but also to use its 

influence in government to bring about change.

10.  Encourages the Church of Scotland to use community 

buildings where possible for church meetings and 

vice-versa.

11.  Suggests using the mission team model to send 

teams to join in sustainable church building projects.

12. Encourages the Church of Scotland to educate church 

members about sustainability projects like those in 

Bankfoot and Milton.

13.  Would like the Church of Scotland to inform churches 

about grants that are offered by the government and 

other organisations for implementing green energy 

initiatives.

14.  Encourages the Church of Scotland to consider 

employing further personnel to advise on issues of 

sustainable living, in recognition of its importance to 

the future of the church.
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Debate Four – Future Church
The National Youth Assembly,

1.  Believes that the future church should be a 24/7 

church, as the wider world increasingly operates 24 

hours a day, 7 days a week.

2.  Believes that the church in Scotland should be 

identified as a community that discusses and studies, 

as well as a community that listens. This should involve 

times of reflection and discussion within worship.

3.  Urges the church in Scotland to work towards 

bridging gaps between social groups, especially 

young and old, both within and outwith the church. 

We believe that we should celebrate the differences 

of each group as each has an equal role to play while 

recognising that different groups have different 

needs.

4. Believes that congregations are responsible for caring 

for each other and the community. All in the church 

should be encouraged and empowered to practically 

show Jesus to the community, without expectation of 

anything in return.

5. Recognises the value of small congregations working 

in the best interests of communities, and urges the 

church to support such congregations by the pooling 

of resources to avoid marginalisation and closure of 

these valuable congregations.

6.  Encourages all churches, where possible, to develop 

ministry teams to fit the needs of their local 

communities.

7. Believes that the church of the future should be 

community focused, adopting an attitude of 

acceptance to those who are on the fringes of society. 

The concept of acceptance must be recognised to be 

far more than disabled access, but also include the 

use of car pooling and the provision of worship times, 

styles and spaces that are best suited to the local 

condition.

8.  Believes that money should be shared between all 

churches so that the Gospel may be spread to the 

wider community.

9. Calls on the General Assembly to endorse the gifting 

to the Scottish people of the celebration of births, 

weddings and funerals as opportunities to start 

meaningful relationships and conversations. We ask 

that resources and training as how you do this be 

given to all ministers and elders.

10.  Believes that Territorial Ministries as outlined in Article 

3 have a complex impact on the mission of the 

church; it could be perceived as the focal point 

in relation to the calling and training of ministers 

without appropriate attention to the possibility of 

using lay ministers and particular callings. At the same 

time territorial ministry offers a precious universality in 

the support of the country’s people.




