
MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL YOUTH
ASSEMBLY OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND 2007

At Dundee and within the Apex City Quay hotel 7 
September 2007.

The National Youth Assembly gathered for worship, 
debate and learning. Judith Taylor was Moderator and 
Laura Baxendale was Clerk.

Debate one – Social Care Council
The National Youth Assembly took up consideration 
of the topic “has the Church bought into the 
professionalisation of care at the expense of its own 
sense of purpose?” The topic was presented by Mr Alan 
Staff, Director of CrossReach.

It was proposed that the National Youth Assembly:

1. Receives and debates the discussion paper from 
CrossReach “Has the Church bought into the 
professionalisation of care at the expense of its 
own sense of purpose?”

2. Encourages Churches where possible actively to 
participate in a greater partnership and encourage 
Churches to form links with care organisations in 
the local community.

3. Agrees to promote a greater commitment to diaconal 
activity within the Church and communities.

4. Agrees to encourage where possible and 
appropriate the development of opportunities for 
young people to gain experience of care settings 
both in Scotland and within the European care 
arena, and consider career opportunities with 
CrossReach.

Upon several amendments of section 2 being moved, 
and following discussion, it was agreed:

Amend the whole section to read:

Endorses the call for greater partnership working 
among CrossReach, local congregations and the wider 
community; and encourages churches to form links with 
care organisations in the local community.

It was moved and agreed as an amendment of section 
4:
Delete “young”.

It was moved and agreed as a further amendment of 
section 4:
Delete “within the European care arena” and substitute 
“the wider world”. 

It was moved and agreed as a further amendment of 
section 4:
Delete “career opportunities with CrossReach” and 
substitute “opportunities within the caring profession”

It was moved and agreed as an addendum to the 
Deliverance:
Add: “Encourages local councils to work in partnership 
with CrossReach and other Church-based organisations 
rather than seeing it as competition, and vice versa.”
The Deliverance as amended was approved.

Debate two – Mission and Discipleship 
Council
The National Youth Assembly took up consideration of 
same sex relationships. The topic was introduced by 
Rev Dr Peter Donald, Vice-Convener of the Mission and 
Discipleship Council.

It was proposed that the National Youth Assembly:
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1. Welcomes the process which led to the 2007 report 
on same sex relationships and the encouragement 
to people in local Churches to pick this up –“seeing 
the world as other see it”.

2. Believes that issues of human sexuality rightly have 
a place within Christian learning and teaching.

3. Aware of heated controversies over moral and 
theological questions surrounding sexual activity, 
upholds the need for love, forbearance, patience 
and a commitment to unity within the Church.

It was moved as an amendment of section 3:
Delete “patience” and add, at the end, “and recognises 
that the Kirk has unity in salvation through Christ, but that 
differences come from our interpretation of Scripture.”
The National Youth Assembly did not approve the 
amendment.

It was moved and agreed as a further amendment of 
section 3:
Delete “unity” and substitute “what unites us”.

It was moved and agreed as a further amendment of 
section 3:-
Delete “patience” and substitute “support”

It was moved as an addendum to section 3:
Add, at the end, “especially within the Church”
The National Youth Assembly did not approve the 
addendum.

It was moved as a further amendment of section 3:
Insert after “sexual activity” the words “challenges the 
stereotypes and engages with the discussion and, 
working together, upholds” the need for love.
The National Youth Assembly did not approve the 
addendum.

It was moved and agreed as a further amendment of 
section 3:-
Delete “forbearance” and substitute “acceptance”.

The following addenda to the whole Deliverance were 
moved and agreed:-
“Stresses people’s free choice in issues of human 
sexuality and urges that they should be accepted for 
who they are.”

“Celebrates the fact that the Church reflects humanity 
and journeys within its God-given diversity.”

“Encourages compassionate debate on the subject of 
sexuality at local levels.”

“Encourages the Mission & Discipleship Council to continue 
working on issues of theology and human sexuality, going 
beyond the matter of same sex relationships and to draft 
a policy of non discrimination on the grounds of sexual 
orientation for the wider Church.”

“Acknowledges that there are individuals seeking a 
secure and non judgemental environment in Church 
where they can openly discuss issues around sexuality 
and that regrettably these secure environments cannot 
always be found. In light of this, the National Youth 
Assembly encourages the Kirk to pursue more actively 
the creation of such nurturing environments.”

“Acknowledges the separate viewpoints put forward in 
Scripture, is willing to accept the opinions of others on 
the various issues of sexuality within the Church, and 
affirms that our commonalities are more important than 
our differences.”

“Believes that everyone, no matter what sexuality, 
should feel welcome and safe within the Church of 
Scotland, even where beliefs exist that homosexuality is 
against the Word of God.”

“Believes that sexuality should not be taken into 
consideration when appointing personnel to posts 
within the Church and decisions should be based solely 
on merit.”
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“Encourages the Kirk to devise more practical methods 
to discuss sexuality at parish level and urges individual 
Churches to take an active role in this matter.”

“Recognises the judgemental image the Church has 
portrayed in the past towards homosexuality and 
encourages a revision of that image at all levels in the 
future.”

“Recognises that parents and guardians also have a 
role in providing appropriate awareness of sexuality 
and that the Church should support and encourage this 
role.”

The Deliverance as amended was then approved.

Debate three – Parish Development Fund
The National Youth Assembly held a discussion on 
a variety of issues relating to the Parish Development 
Fund. Particular focus was on the criteria for funding, 
the relevance of the Parish Development Fund to the 
Youth Assembly, the definition of good youth work and 
what youth work should be achieving. In addition, 
particular emphasis was placed on the importance of 
listening to young people themselves and finding out 
what matters to them. 

The National Youth Assembly heard presentations from 
Alex Bauer and from members of St Andrew’s Church in 
Arbroath.

The National Youth Assembly then dispersed into small 
groups to discuss what is meant by effective Church-
based youth work, and how the Parish Development 
Fund can help. The discussion was introduced by 
Martin Fair, the minister of St Andrews Church.

What makes for effective youth ministry?
• Using the correct facilities and appropriate buildings, 

not necessarily churches, to ensure that people with 
a variety of passions can be accommodated. The 
environment in which youth work is carried out 

should make people feel secure and encourage 
freedom of thought and speech. 

• Encouraging projects to go out and connect with 
others and not rely on people coming to them.

• Facilitating at ‘grass roots’ level, rather than taking a 
‘top-down’ approach.

• Looking to successful examples of youth work in 
churches of other denominations. 

• Involving young people already part of the Church 
by showing them that they have something to offer 
and thus encouraging them to remain part of the 
Church. 

• Not underestimating young people, challenging 
them and accepting the varied talents they have to 
offer. 

• Encouraging churches to work together on common 
goals, not working as individuals. 

• Offering links with counselling services, Alcoholics 
Anonymous and drug rehabilitation programmes.

• Recognising that there is no single correct way of 
carrying out youth work. It varies between places 
and so should be approached, not necessarily by 
structured programmes, but by using the talents 
and commitment of others. It should always be 
approached with a positive attitude, though advice 
on what has not worked in the past would be 
beneficial. 

• Youth workers should be able and willing to connect 
with the young people by being aware of today’s 
relevant issues. Effective communication from all 
parties involved, not just youth workers, is crucial.

• Providing appropriate training for youth workers.
• Focusing on engaging with the wider community, and 

on building relations with others, whilst recognising 
that discussion does not always need to be about 
God, but that this is sometimes appropriate. 

Debate four – World Mission Council.
The National Youth Assembly took up consideration 
of the work of the World Mission Council. The topic 
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was introduced by Rev Colin Renwick, Convener of the 
Council.

It was proposed that the National Youth Assembly:

1. Engages more fully at a personal level with the 
World Church.

2. Urges HM Government to continue to press for 
trade laws that help rather than hinder the world’s 
most vulnerable communities. 

3. Explores more fully the potential of twinnings 
between congregations and presbyteries of the 
Church of Scotland and those overseas.

4. Encourages World Mission and Mission and 
Discipleship to explore ways of exchanging 
delegates at gatherings of young people throughout 
the world. 

It was moved and agreed as an amendment to section 
2: 
Delete “help rather than hinder the world’s most 
vulnerable communities” and substitute “prioritise the 
needs of the world’s poor over profit whilst also working 
with other governments for global change”

It was moved and agreed as an addendum to section 
3: 
Add, at the end, “…While continuing to support current 
relationships with overseas missionaries.” 

It was moved and agreed as an addendum to section 
4 : 
Add, after “explore”, the word “further”.

It was moved and agreed as an addendum to section 
4: “... and continue to develop those that already 
exist”

The following addenda to the whole Deliverance were 
moved and agreed:-
“Encourages the World Mission Council to work with 
Presbyteries and Churches to find ways of solving 

global poverty.”

“Reaffirms the Church of Jesus Christ’s commission 
to make disciples of all nations, baptising them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey all that Christ has 
commanded us.”

“Demands that the World Mission Council explores ways 
to become more ‘fair - trade - friendly’ and ecologically 
friendly in future years.”

“Commends the work of the Church of Scotland HIV/
AIDS project and urges congregations and individual 
members to consider both an increased level of 
financial support and ways of raising awareness of the 
project at local level.”

“Encourages congregations to consider short term 
service abroad where appropriate and any other 
opportunities available.”

“Encourages the Church of Scotland at both a national 
and local level to be more responsible to care for the 
environment and actively to encourage the government 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.”

“Urges the World Mission Council to communicate 
information gathered abroad to local congregations 
and government, and to encourage action at a local 
and national level.”

“Urges the World Mission Council to help local 
congregations to recognise the implications of our own 
everyday actions in a world context, and that often the 
most effective way to impact global situations is to exist 
more sustainably in our own locales.” 

“Encourages the World Mission and Mission 
Discipleship Councils to explore ways of creating a 
network of volunteers who have been on missions to talk 
to young people about their experience with a view to 
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encouraging more young people to do voluntary work 
overseas.”

“Commends the Council for the work they are doing 
in raising awareness of the world Church and their 
needs.”

The Deliverance as amended was then approved.

The Moderator of the General Assembly, Rt Rev 
Sheila Kesting, was interviewed by the Moderator 
of the National Youth Assembly. Miss Kesting 
then commissioned with prayer the elected Youth 
Representatives to the General Assembly of 2008.

The Assembly concluded with worship, including the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper which was conducted 
by the Rev Jock Stein and Rev Marjory Macaskill. 

JUDITH L TAYLOR, Moderator
LAURA BAXENDALE, Clerk

Collated Final deliverance.
Social Care Council
National Youth Assembly:

1. Receives and debates the discussion paper from 
CrossReach “Has the Church bought into the 
professionalisation of care at the expense of its 
own sense of purpose?”

2. Endorses the call for greater partnership working 
among CrossReach, local congregations and 
the wider community; and encourages churches 
to form links with care organisations in the local 
community.

3. Agrees to promote a greater commitment to diaconal 
activity within the Church and communities.

4. Agrees to encourage where possible and 
appropriate the development of opportunities for 
people to gain experience of care settings both 

in Scotland and the wider world, and consider 
opportunities within the caring profession.

5. Encourages local councils to work in partnership 
with CrossReach and other Church-based 
organisations rather than seeing it as competition, 
and vice versa.

LAURA BAXENDALE, Clerk

Human Sexuality
National Youth Assembly:

1. Welcomes the process which led to the 2007 report 
on same sex relationships and the encouragement 
to people in local Churches to pick this up –“seeing 
the world as other see it”.

2. Believes that issues of human sexuality rightly have 
a place within Christian learning and teaching.

3. Aware of heated controversies over moral and 
theological questions surrounding sexual activity, 
upholds the need for love, acceptance, support and 
a commitment to what unites us within the Church.

4. Stresses people’s free choice in issues of human 
sexuality and urges that they should be accepted 
for who they are.

5. Celebrates the fact that the Church reflects humanity 
and journeys within its God-given diversity.

6. Encourages compassionate debate on the subject 
of sexuality at local levels.

7. Encourages the Mission & Discipleship Council 
to continue working on issues of theology and 
human sexuality, going beyond the matter of same 
sex relationships and to draft a policy of non 
discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation 
for the wider Church.

8. Acknowledges that there are individuals seeking 
a secure and non judgemental environment in 
Church where they can openly discuss issues 
around sexuality and that regrettably these secure 
environments cannot always be found. In light of 
this, the National Youth Assembly encourages the 
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Kirk to pursue more actively the creation of such 
nurturing environments.

9. Acknowledges the separate viewpoints put forward 
in Scripture, is willing to accept the opinions of 
others on the various issues of sexuality within the 
Church, and affirms that our commonalities are 
more important than our differences.

10. Believes that everyone, no matter what sexuality, 
should feel welcome and safe within the Church 
of Scotland, even where beliefs exist that 
homosexuality is against the Word of God.

11. Believes that sexuality should not be taken into 
consideration when appointing personnel to posts 
within the Church and decisions should be based 
solely on merit.

12. Encourages the Kirk to devise more practical methods 
to discuss sexuality at parish level and urges individual 
Churches to take an active role in this matter.

13. Recognises the judgemental image the Church has 
portrayed in the past towards homosexuality and 
encourages a revision of that image at all levels in 
the future.

14. Recognises that parents and guardians also have 
a role in providing appropriate awareness of 
sexuality and that the Church should support and 
encourage this role.

LAURA BAXENDALE, Clerk

World Mission Council
National Youth Assembly:

1. Engages more fully at a personal level with the 
World Church.

2. Urges HM Government to continue to press for 
trade laws that prioritise the needs of the world’s 
poor over profit whilst also working with other 
governments for global change. 

3. Explores more fully the potential of twinnings 
between congregations and presbyteries of the 

Church of Scotland and those overseas while 
continuing to support current relationships with 
overseas missionaries.

4. Encourages World Mission and Mission and 
Discipleship to explore further ways of exchanging 
delegates at gatherings of young people throughout 
the world, and continue to develop those that 
already exist. 

5. Encourages the World Mission Council to work 
with Presbyteries and Churches to find ways of 
solving global poverty.

6. Reaffirms the Church of Jesus Christ’s commission to 
make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to obey all that Christ has 
commanded us.

7. Demands that the World Mission Council explores 
ways to become more “fair-trade-friendly” and 
ecologically friendly in future years.

8. Commends the work of the Church of Scotland 
HIV/AIDS project and urges congregations and 
individual members to consider both an increased 
level of financial support and ways of raising 
awareness of the project at local level.

9. Encourages congregations to consider short term 
service abroad where appropriate and any other 
opportunities available.

10. Encourages the Church of Scotland at both a 
national and local level to be more responsible 
to care for the environment and actively to 
encourage the government to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions.

11. Urges the World Mission Council to communicate 
information gathered abroad to local congregations 
and government, and to encourage action at a 
local and national level.

12. Urges the World Mission Council to help local 
congregations to recognise the implications of our 
own everyday actions in a world context, and 
that often the most effective way to impact global 
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situations is to exist more sustainably in our own 
locales.

13. Encourages the World Mission and Mission 
Discipleship Councils to explore ways of creating a 
network of volunteers who have been on missions 
to talk to young people about their experience with 
a view to encouraging more young people to do 
voluntary work overseas.

14. Commends the Council for the work they are doing 
in raising awareness of the world Church and their 
needs.

LAURA BAXENDALE, Clerk




